November & December 2011
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AWANA  CHILDREN’S CHURCH  NURSERYPRE-SCHOOL  SUNDAY SCHOOL  VBS 
It has been so nice to see all of you regularly again!  What a blessing each of you is to this church Christ has brought together.  Some of you are gifted in how friendly you are with each person.  A few of you are amazing readers.  We have some children who love to teach others.  Some who sing and play instruments beautifully.  There are those of you who pray boldly.  I heard a teacher tell of one student who was super fast at finding books and verses in his Bible.  Among the children in the ministry are artists, designers, gardeners, good friends, musicians, singers, helpers, caretakers, and many who love and worship God with what they say and do. What a variety of gifts!  Each of you has special talents.  See if you can identify your gifts and talents.  Have mom or dad help you.  Also, start telling other people you know and meet what you notice that God has made them good at.   
And even though God has given us each special things we are very good at, He also strengthens us to develop good character that will bring glory to Him.  That may be the most amazing gift.  We can bless God…(it gives me chills just thinking of that.)  When we notice ways to help others and help them to be better worshippers of God, we bless God too.  What do you think of that?  What are some character qualities that God wants us to have? Ask mom and dad.  They know  
	Here are some Character Quality Starting Points:
		Serve others		Patience		Diligence			Joyfulness
		Edification		Caring		Perseverance		Responsibility
		Generosity		Flexibility	Loyalty			Orderliness
		Courage			Decisiveness	Endurance		Determination
 (
A VERY IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
Each Sunday, we serve a snack to your children.  It is served between Sunday 
School
 and Church.  I am sure you appreciate the fact that your kids are not 
“dying of hunger”
 the moment you pick them up from Children’s Church
. Please when you shop this week, can you pick up an extra bag or box of snacks?  Pretzels, cheese crackers, saltines, crackers of any kind…anything easy to serve and store.  Simply drop the snack off in the old or new kitchen and label with “Children’s Church.” Your kids and their teachers thank you!
)		Compassion		Grace		Understanding		Zeal




VBS – If you have not yet received your DVD, please find Marion Claeboe or Melissa Steenwyk and one of us will certainly get your family a copy.		
Nursery and Pre-School Ministries – Kristi Patrick is always willing to answer any questions you have about these ministries. And if you would like to offer your time, contact her at k_langland@yahoo.com or phone 616.886.2632
Questions Clarifications or Requests? Contact Melissa Steenwyk at 616.212.9375 melissa.steenwyk@gmail.com

 (
Safe Haven Committee news...
 Our team met recently and talked about safety and security.  We wanted our parents of the kids we serve to know that we are working to be sure our children and workers are safe.  In our meeting we set up security codes in the event of an emergency.  We are working with our volunteer staff in communication of procedures.  We also want you to know that all of our workers have gone through a screening process for them to serve in children and youth ministries.  We count it an honor to serve your children.  If you have any questions, you may contact Robin Thompson, Chair of Safe Haven Committee –
 
616.396.2724, ext 102
 
or email her at: 
 
robin.thompson@calvaryb.org
.
 
)




Upcoming calendar events:
Sunday, October 30      –   First day of Christmas Program Practice in Children’s Church – the songs will only be   practiced in Children’s Church.
 –   Trunk or Treat at Calvary Baptist Church 4:30 – 6:30
· Lord’s Table in a.m. service – parent’s with children who have accepted Christ’s salvation and been baptized may want to teach their children about the importance of preparing their hearts for this service.
November is the Awana/Children’s Ministry Can Drive 
Wednesday, November 2 – Grandparents Night in Awana
Wednesday, November 9 – Sparks and Cubbies Stuffed Animal Night in Awana 
Wednesday, November 16 – Turkey Bowl/Car Kits on Sale in Awana
Wednesday, November 23 – No Awana Club – Happy Thanksgiving
Sunday, November 20 – No Children’s Church – Thanksgiving Praise service
Saturday, December 3 – Club 5/6 Christmas Party from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 4 – Lord’s Table 
Wednesday,  December 7 – PJ and Pizza Night in Awana
Saturday, December 10 – Children’s Christmas Songs Practice 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 11 – Heart of A Child  Children Present Christmas Songs in a.m. service
Wednesday, December 14 – Happy Birthday Jesus in Awana
Wednesday, December 21st – There will be no Awana Club
Sunday, December 25 – Family Christmas Worship 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, December 28th – There will be no Awana Club
Please know that if you have a child that has special learning needs, we want to meet that need. Let us know what we can do to help you and your child enjoy church and worship, and therefore, more fully experience joy in God.
Our desire is that you come to a place of rest and worship here.
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